Free association meets
Guam, federal needs

Writers in Thursdays Pacific Daily News
(J. Murphy and L. Maquera) raise important
pomnts about the political status of Guam.
They point out that the federal government’s
influence should be considered as Chamor-
ros make their decision.

[ almost agree with them, except I think we
need to first consider the interests of Guam,
and then see how to make the federal inter-
est work with our interests.

Murphy and Maquera miss the most im-

portant point about the federal government’s

relationship to Guam. The federal govern-
ment is here because they need some&ﬁng
from tiny Guam.

And even though we do receive M

from the federal govenmmm. unfortunately
with our status as a territory, ﬁew State
can decide and change the benefits

lationship by themselm
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est in Guam. But more importantly, we need
to look to the status that allows Gus m's mi
terest and the federal interests to be matchec

_That status is free association.
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Agana Heights

Forget the pugua, just
help save our jobs
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federal retirement, breaking up our family
and his mother’s heart. Why is Guam the
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program? Other places are stopping it.
“Over 1,000 federal employees are losing

their jobs, are taking a cut in pay or are forced
mmoi’-—
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